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the Nationalists exclude the followers of the League from the
sphere of their action ? I am not thinking of vote-catching de-
vices. I am thinking of the Muslims as Indians, the same as
others, needing their care and attention. If the leaders have
ceased to believe in ahimsa, .they should boldly and frankly say
,so and set about putting their house in order. For me there is
no scope for any change, Ahimsa is na mere theory with me,
it is a fact of life based on extensive, experience. How can a
man who has tasted apples and repeatedly found them sweet
be induced to describe them as bitter ? Those who say they are
bitter have tasted not apples but something looking very much
like them, Ahimsa should not fear the secret or open hand of
imperialists assuming for the sake of argument that it is work-
ing as suggested in the question.

Harijan, 25-5-1947

152
GOONDA RULE
In his written message to the prayer gathering Gandhiji
said:
The thought that is uppermost in my mind today is how to
combat the goonda rule that seems to be fast enveloping us.
This I say of all India ; perhaps it is true more or less of the
whole world.
Let the Hindus not deceive themselves with the belief that
it is well with them. As a~ devout Hindu that I claim to be, I
wish to affirm that we Hindus will be living in a fool's paradise
if we harboured any such thought. Goondaism is no prepara-
tion for taking the place of foreign rule.
The thoughtless interference at prayer meetings is not a
$mall symptom of the disease I am describing. Intolerance is a
iprnx of goondaism. It is no less disgraceful than the savagery
we see announced in the daily press. Let all political
s, be they Hindu, Muslim or any other ponder well over
' happening before their eyes. Let it not be said by the
'^                           we were trying to learn how to lose